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Baba School, Bamiyan AfghanistanRecess!
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 Khodaidad, AfghanistanPlease Sir, may we take our photo with you?
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Hey Folks!

Another year, and another calendar that shows some of the moments from this year’s trip. I especially like 
the December photograph of the 3 young ladies and I. It is with caution and permission that I am able to 
take a picture of young women at this age. This one is different in that these 3 ladies asked if they could 
have their photograph taken with me. Of course I said yes, and still asked for permission from the female 
school principle. Two of the 3 ladies want to be Doctors, the 3rd wants to become a policewoman.
 
As I drove to the Baahi School the students were all lined up by class to greet me. In the window of the 
unfinished school on one sill, a group of girls, and on another window sill a group of boys all there so I 
could stop and take their photograph. I have used this setting before and they remembered how much I 
like the backdrop. 

I added a couple photos of projects while work was in 
progress. Slinging the mud is the traditional style of 
sealing a roof. The young man pushing a wheelbarrow 
of stone, reminds me of the hard work involved carting 
each stone from the quarry to the truck, and then deliver 
and shape to size. It also shows a decision to learn a 
trade instead of attending school fulltime. 
TIA - This Is Afghanistan.

The photograph of Mr. Qasimi and I shows the 1000 
Poplar trees we planted this spring. Winter will 
determine how many survive at 9000 feet in elevation.  
 
I will be heading back to Afghanistan again in 2020; it 
will be my 19th year of building schools and visiting 
villages that have been overlooked by larger NGO’s. 
It will be a special year in that I hope to celebrate the 
contracting of the 50th school we have funded. None 
of these schools would have been built without you. It 
is only because of the continued support of those who 
receive this calendar that I am able to continue my work. 
I thank you for your trust and support over the years.

Enjoy the photos and imagine the untold stories that go 
along with them.

Peace,
Jonathan
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